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Jeff Hatch has combined a career in financial management and 
communications with public policy involvement as a founder of 
the Coalition for Utah’s Future and Envision Utah. During his 2 ½ 
years in office, Jeff has made upgrading the technology and tools 
used for financial and management information his top priority. 
Through Jeff’s leadership, approval of a new tax administration 
system is nearly complete. Recent and regular updates to the 
website should allow residents to view budget information for all 
county organizations. 
 

Jeff received his bachelor’s degree in Communications from Stanford University. After 
completing a dual masters program in Journalism and Business Administration at Columbia 
University, he returned to Utah to join the family’s media business. Responsibilities covered 
all aspects of management of newspaper, radio and television broadcasting and real estate 
properties, including serving as Chief Financial Officer for the combined companies and as 
President/General Manager of KUTV Channel 2 in Salt Lake. After CBS acquired KUTV in 
1995, Jeff became Executive Director of the Utah Information Technology Foundation, 
managing a Department of Labor grant for retraining displaced IT professionals. In 1998, Jeff 
Hatch acquired the Murray and Valley Eagle newspapers restoring the Green Sheet name 
and reviving local community news. After selling the newspaper late in 2000, Jeff started 
consulting in marketing and established a financial planning practice with Lincoln Financial 
Advisors. 
 
Highlights of Jeff Hatch’s community service include 20 years as officer and Director of 
Coalition for Utah’s Future and Envision Utah, 8 years as a trustee of Southern Utah, 
Chairman of Pioneer Craft House in South Salt Lake City, and membership in the Salt Lake 
City Rotary Club. He has participated in political campaigns of many Democrats, from 
Congressman Wayne Owens to Mayor Peter Corroon. 
 
Jeff is married to Margaret “Peggy” Hatch, a psychologist with a private practice in Salt Lake 
City. They have three children, Evelyn, Christine, and Andrew, and three grandchildren. In 
his spare time, Jeff enjoys classical music, backcountry skiing and hiking. 
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Bruce Larsen has served as the Chief Deputy Auditor since April 
16, 2007.  Prior to his work with Salt Lake County, Bruce was the 
manager of Compliance and Internal Audit for Mrs. Field’s 
Famous Brands.  He spent many years working for the Utah 
State Tax Commission, PacifiCorp, and Recapture Consulting.  He 
is currently a member of the Institute of Internal Auditors as 
well as a board member of Utah Power Credit Union. 
 
Bruce and his wife Callie live in Draper.  They have three 

children and 12 grandchildren.  Bruce graduated from the University of Utah and is a 
Certified Internal Auditor.  In his spare time he enjoys traveling, golfing, and working in his 
yard. 
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Mary Ann Morehouse graduated from the University of Memphis 
in 1979 with a Bachelor’s degree in Education and taught in a 
Creative and Performing Arts School there.  For 18 months of her 
life, Mary Ann lived outside of the United States as she served a 
mission for her church to Finland.  Drawing on her love of 
numbers, Mary Ann worked for Skaggs Drugs performing a variety 
of duties including managing accounts, marketing, and conducting 
corporate training.   

In addition to her experience in the private sector, Mary Ann has several years of experience in 
government providing liaison and administrative services for the Assessor, Treasurer, Attorney, 
and Sheriff’s offices.  She is currently pursuing her degree in Accounting from Western 
Governors University. 
 
Mary Ann enjoys mentoring youth in drama programs in the Salt Lake Valley and volunteers 
her time as a judge for the Performing Arts Awards within the Granite School District.  She is 
also a Regional and State Drama Judge for the Utah Theater Association.  Mary Ann has 
traveled throughout Utah judging Jazz and Clogging competitions and judged the Western 
National Clogging Competitions held annually at Lagoon for a number of years.  She has 
volunteered her time serving on the Days of ’47 Parade Committee as a Section Leader and 
Fundraiser.  
 
When not volunteering, working for the taxpayers or studying, Mary Ann can be found writing, 
producing, directing, choreographing, and staging local community productions.  The highlight 
of her life, so far, came when she was selected as one of the few locals hired as a member of 
Don Mischer’s 2002 Winter Olympics Opening and Closing Ceremonies Production Team.   
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Stephen G. Spencer graduated from the University of Utah in 
1972 with a B.S. degree in Accounting.  After graduating, Steve 
began public accounting work with Price Waterhouse (now Price 
Waterhouse Coopers).  After several years experience as 
Controller at C.R. England Trucking company, Steve moved into a 
fiscal position in local government (Salt Lake County), where he 
has been the Director of the Accounting and Operations Division 
in the Auditor’s Office for more than twenty-five years.  As 
Director, Steve supervises the General Accounting function, as 

well as Accounts Payable, Payroll, and Capital Asset accounting.  Steve completed an MBA 
degree in 1999 at Utah State University, under the program sponsored by the Utah 
Association of CPAs.  He is a past member of the UACPA State and Local Government 
Committee, where he served as Chair.  Steve has been a member of the UACPA since 1975, 
and a member of the American Institute of CPAs since 1977. 
 
Steve and his wife Jill are Utah natives.  They resided in California for a few years, and have 
lived in Cottonwood Heights for more than thirty years.  Their family consists of five 
children and ten grandchildren. Steve’s interests include cycling, hiking, swimming, 
gardening, reading (especially history and other non-fiction), family activities and 
church/community service.   
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James B. Wightman traveled the world before he came home 
to Utah.  In the U. S. Army, he served in (West) Germany and 
Texas.  As a tax analyst for El Paso Natural Gas he worked in 
Paris, France, and Algeria, North Africa.  Jim has several degrees 
and certifications, including: a B.S. in Management - University 
of Utah, an MBA - Utah State, a M.S. - Accounting – B. Y. U. He 
has been a licensed C. P. A since 1983, and recently passed the 
Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) examination. Jim 

was a partner in an Ogden CPA firm and held management positions with American Express 
and Zions Bank, before being recruited to direct Internal Audit in July 2000.  During his 
tenure, examinations of County agencies’ operations and contractual relationships have 
contributed to policy development, operational improvements and millions in savings. 
Internal controls were improved and savings achieved in the Jail, Fine Arts, Parks & 
Recreation, Public Works, Fleet, Contracts & Procurement, the Recorder’s office, and Valley 
Mental Health.  Most recently, Jim spearheaded a new information technology (IT) audit 
function which analyzes how well the County’s IT resources and systems are supporting its 
major business processes.   

Jim and his wife, Elaine, live in Bountiful, Utah, and enjoy visits from their children and 
grandchildren.  They love to travel, garden, and support University of Utah football. Jim and 
Elaine have been actively involved in public service with the Bonneville Exchange Club since 
1984.  Jim has also served on the boards of the Ogden-Weber County Humane Society, 
Primary Children’s Hospital Foundation, and the Lake Bonneville Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America. 
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Lance R. Brown has been serving as the Director of 
Management and Budget in the Auditor’s office since January 
2000.  He began his career with Salt Lake County in the Internal 
Audit Division as a Deputy Auditor and later served as both the 
Assistant Director and Director of the Audit Division.  Lance also 
has worked as a staff accountant with Arthur Young and served 
as an internal auditor for Questar Corporation.   He graduated 
with a B.S. in Business Management from Brigham Young 

University, and a B.S. and MAcc in Accounting from Utah State University.  Lance has also 
been a certified public accountant since 1987.  He is currently a member of the Government 
Finance Officers Association, the Utah Association of Certified Public Accountants and the 
American Institute of CPAs. 

Lance and his wife Lois have three children and reside in Sandy.  In his spare time, Lance 
enjoys hiking, fishing, and spending time with family. 
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David L. Beck has a proven record of bi-partisan advocacy.  He 
has worked for both Republican and Democratic Auditors, for 
both Republican and Democratic controlled 
Commissions/Councils, and both Republican and Democratic 
Mayors.  He has nearly spent his entire career within the 
Auditor’s office.  A testament to Dave’s commitment is the fact 
that after service as the Chief Deputy Auditor for ten years, he 
remained in the office taking the position as the Tax Division 
Director.  Like other division directors, Dave started his career 

with Salt Lake County in the Internal Audit Division where he served as division director for 
five years.  
 
Dave graduated from the University of Utah will a degree in accounting.  Dave played 
baseball for the University of Utah and remains an avid Ute fan. 
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